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EXPLORING NEW HORIZONS
Welcome to Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro 
Atlanta’s fall newsletter. Because of you, we’re 
making strides in shaping healthy, active kids, 
and teaching them good habits that we hope 
will last a lifetime. In this edition, you’ll read 
how your continued support has opened the 
door to greater possibilities for Club members 
like Sir Dalvin Holloman, now a college 
sophomore pursuing his dream job in  
outdoor recreation. 

Growing up in east Atlanta, Sir Dalvin couldn’t 
imagine a world bigger than the reality he 
faced in a neighborhood plagued by gangs 
and drugs. He once “felt as if there wasn’t 
a way to get out of the negativity.” But after 
enrolling into the G.W. Carver Club, at just 
7 years old, Sir Dalvin’s eyes were opened 
to a whole new world. In this newsletter, he 
reflects on his first trek to the great outdoors at Boys & Girls Clubs’ Camp 
Kiwanis, a 160-acre year-round residence camp located about 80 miles 
north of Atlanta. Your investment into healthy lifestyles and leadership 
opportunities like Camp Kiwanis helps us broaden our kids’ horizons. 

Read more about Sir Dalvin’s inspiring 
journey and how his passion for mentorship 
and nature landed him a competitive role to 
lead backpacking expeditions throughout 
the mighty Grand Canyon!

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Youth of the Year Celebration
Thursday, November 3, 2016
InterContinental Buckhead Atlanta Hotel

Youth of the Year is a year-round character and 
leadership program that recognizes Boys & Girls 
Club members who are shining stars at their 
Club. Aged 14-18, these teens demonstrate 
academic achievement, leadership skills and 
service to their communities. They are working 
hard, investing in themselves and have their 
sights set on achieving a GREAT FUTURE. 

More than 20 Clubs have selected a teen to 
represent their Club, but only one will receive the honor of metro Atlanta’s 
Youth of the Year at the awards and dinner celebration. On Nov. 3, we invite 
you to be a part of this formal affair.

Throughout the evening, you and hundreds of supporters will hear the 
dreams and aspirations of these thought leaders and how Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Metro Atlanta has impacted their lives. To learn more about the 
event, visit bgcma.org/our-impact/youth-of-the-year.

BGCMA WORD SCRAMBLE!
Boys & Girls Clubs makes learning fun! The activity below is designed to 
challenge your memory and critical thinking skills. The words scrambled 
relate to the themes and titles mentioned in this month’s newsletter. 
Test your skills!

To view answers in this edition’s scramble, visit  
bgcma.org/fall-2016-scramble-key.

1. RSI VILDAN 3. RGNDA NOYACN 5. EHALTHY ELIFESYLETS

2. TIVEAC 4. MPCA WANIKIS 6. PLOEEXR

Our Mission

Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta saves and changes the lives of 
children and teens, especially those who need us most, by providing a 
safe, positive and engaging environment, and programs that prepare 
and inspire them to achieve Great Futures.

Missy’s Message



SIR DALVIN TAKES ON THE GRAND CANYON!

At Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta, we have a huge 
responsibility. While Georgia has seen improvement in youth 
obesity rates in the past few years, we still report the 3rd 
highest prevalence of overweight children in the country.  
Our Clubs and you have the power to change that.

We want our kids and teens to understand the importance of 
living a healthy and active lifestyle and realize they can have 
fun doing it. Sir Dalvin is a shining example of how far a child 
can go given the right resources and opportunities.

Did you know it costs $400 to send one of our 
Club kids to Camp Kiwanis? Help give one of 
them the experience of a lifetime by making a 
donation today! bgcma.convio.net/newsletter.

The boy whose mentors 
describe as bubbly, excited, and 
thirsty for knowledge has grown into a young 
man who is realizing his dreams faster than he could have 
imagined.

Not only is Sir Dalvin a rising sophomore at Georgia College and 
State University and studying for his dream job as an outdoor 
recreation major, but the former BGCMA Youth of the Year is 
now co-leading backpacking expeditions throughout the mighty 
Grand Canyon!

Sir Dalvin has high hopes to use what he has learned 
in this 10-week program to build a lasting career.  

“My goal is to become a park ranger. I 
teach kids about the ecosystem, nature 
conservation laws, rock climbing, camping, 
and goal setting. It never feels like a job 
working here with youth.”

Have you ever looked up at the stars 
and realized your calling in life?
That’s exactly what happened to Sir Dalvin 
Holloman. It was a Wednesday night at Camp 
Kiwanis in Danielsville, Georgia. Sir Dalvin set out 
for a hike with his Boys & Girls Club buddies to 
explore the 560-acre grounds. What he found would 
change his life.

“I had never seen a sky full of stars like 
that. It inspires you to push forward.”
And that’s just what Sir Dalvin did. It was his first 
time away at camp, but it wouldn’t be his last. He 
went on to spend several summers mentoring his 
younger peers as a camp counselor.

“Camp Kiwanis opened my eyes to this world of 
opportunity…before Boys & Girls Club, I never 
knew that a career in outdoor recreation was a 
possibility,” said Sir Dalvin.

“My goal is to get kids outdoors, foster 
their knowledge in an environment 
where they’re not used to, and inspire 
them to gain a new level of respect for 
nature.”


